TRACI PARK

* 11TH DISTRICT

September 18, 2025

Zone Zero Regulatory Advisory Committee
California State Board of Forestry and Fire Protection
Sacramento, CA 94244

Re: Opposition to Proposed Zone Zero Regulations
Dear Members of the Zone Zero Regulatory Advisory Committee,

As the Los Angeles City Councilmember representing Council District 11, which encompasses some of the most
wildfire-prone areas of our city, including Brentwood and the Pacific Palisades, | write to express my strong
opposition to the proposed Zone Zero regulations currently under consideration.

The urgency of wildfire prevention is not abstract in my council district. In January, the Palisades Fire leveled the
Pacific Palisades burning over 23,000 acres, destroying 6,837 structures, claiming 12 lives, and displacing tens of
thousands of my constituents. My constituents and | understand the stakes and are committed partners in
advancing fire safety but one-size-fits-all regulations that are overly burdensome, built on incomplete science
applied without local input or context, and come without financial support for residents or additional funding for the
municipalities tasked with enforcement will undermine this partnership.

Assembly Bill 3074 (Friedman) (AB 3074) instructed the State Board of Forestry to create regulations for a
“five-foot ember-resistant zone around structures in the Very High Fire Hazard Severity Zone with consideration
for location and type of vegetation. The proposed regulations created and currently being reviewed by this
committee go much farther than what AB 3074 requires, instead creating a noncombustible zone that would
require the removal of an estimated 2,000 acres of vegetation and cost individual property owners approximately
$13,000 to comply. This decision to create a noncombustible zone seems to be based almost exclusively on data
provided by the Insurance Institute for Business and Home Safety (IBHS) despite that data having been called into
question by recent peer reviewed studies and the lived experience of Palisades and Eaton fire survivors. These
studies suggest that well-irrigated vegetation can protect homes from embers in Wildland Urban Interface fires
where fire spreads primarily from structure to structure, findings that are consistent with testimony fromm numerous
Palisades residents whose homes were destroyed but their trees and shrubs remain or whose homes seemingly
were saved because their or their neighbors’ vegetation acted as a shield.

Mandating, or effectively mandating, the removal of trees, shrubs, and other vegetation within Zone Zero will
further shrink our urban canopy, compromise slope stability in our hillside neighborhoods, and degrade wildlife
habitat in sensitive ecosystems like the Santa Monica Mountains. Removing critical shade will make our
neighborhoods and city hotter, increasing utility bills for residents and putting additional strain on our electric grid.
Fire safety measures must be balanced with environmental stewardship, not pursued in ways that inadvertently
exacerbate the very conditions that contribute to the increasing risk of fires in the wildland-urban interface.

1/2

LOS ANGELES CITY HALL 200 N. SPRING ST., ROOM 410, LOS ANGELES, CA 90012 | (213) 473-70111eL | CD1.LACITY.GOV




The draft regulations as written will place disproportionate and impractical burdens on homeowners and local
governments. In Los Angeles, tens of thousands of parcels fall within the newly expanded Very High Fire Hazard
Severity Zone and will be subject to proposed Zone Zero regulations. Many residents are already complying with
rigorous brush clearance and fire-safe building standards enforced by our Fire Department and Department of
Building and Safety. Imposing even more stringent and costly requirements will strain homeowners financially,
reduce compliance, and risk further eroding public trust in our fire safety efforts. The regulations as written are
already being perceived by residents as punitive rather than protective and have the potential to cause real
economic harm to middle and low income households as well as seniors and those with fixed incomes. The City of
Los Angeles’s budget, and that of its departments, is in a precarious financial state and our Fire Department is
already burdened by the magnitude of the current brush clearance and enforcement work within current
regulations. | urge the Board and the Committee to slow the process, expand stakeholder engagement, and work
collaboratively with cities like Los Angeles that are on the front lines of wildfire risk. Any Zone Zero regulations
must be practical and achievable, with additional state funding and assistance for property owners built in from the
outset.

To date, the crafting of the proposed Zone Zero requirements under AB 3074 has happened in a silo up in
Sacramento. Despite the mandate to complete these regulations coming from Governor Newsom'’s February 2025
Executive Order issued in response to the Palisades and Eaton Fires, the Zone Zero Advisory Committee has not
visited the region or the recent fire areas or sought meaningful local input or expertise on the proposed regulations
to my knowledge. It was only after months of outcry and the urging from passionate local advocates that the Board
agreed to meet in Southern California. | appreciate the Zone Zero Advisory Committe€s decision to hold its
September meeting in Pasadena but | also urge the Committee to visit the Palisades and Eaton fire areas and speak
to fire survivors and local experts outside of the September meeting. If the intention of these regulations is to
protect our communities from future fires then these regulations need to be grounded in the geography, ecology,
and reality of the Los Angeles region.

Wildfire prevention and resilience are shared priorities, and | welcome the opportunity to work with you to develop
solutions that enhance fire safety without placing unsustainable burdens on our residents or municipalities. Thank
you for your attention to these concerns, and for your commitment to protecting California communities.

Very truly yours,
TRACI PARK

Councilwoman, 11th District
City of Los Angeles
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