TRACI PARK

* 11TH DISTRICT

September 19, 2025

The Honorable Governor Gavin Newsom
1021 O Street, Suite 9000
Sacramento, CA 95814

Dear Governor Newsom,

| am writing on behalf of our shared constituents who reside in Los Angeles City Council District 11. Together, we
represent neighborhoods around LAX - our nation’s second largest airport, which already has some of the worst
traffic, pollution, and parking challenges anywhere in the City. We also represent 100 year old communities, like
Venice Beach, an historic, racially diverse neighborhood launched in 1905, with narrow walk streets and local roads
built just wide enough for street cars or wagons to pass each other. And, we represent diverse legacy
neighborhoods like Sawtelle-Japantown, settled by Issei immigrants in the early 1900s, who grew nurseries and
farmed flowers and produce before they were forcibly removed to internment camps during WW2.

Los Angeles Council District 11 includes the most complex, rugged, and environmentally sensitive geography - and
the most disaster prone areas - in the entire City, including the Pacific coastline and the Santa Monica Mountains,
where communities like Pacific Palisades and Brentwood sit almost entirely in Very High Fire Severity Zone, and
other places, like Venice and Marina del Rey, are in FEMA-designated flood and tsunami zones. In all of these places,
our constituents live every day with decades of unmanaged dead brush, outdated infrastructure, substandard
roads, and inadequate evacuation routes.

Those risks are not hypothetical. Together, we also now represent the people impacted by the worst disaster in the
history of Los Angeles. When the Palisades burned to the ground on January 7, 2025, the entire world saw all of
these problems on full display. A chaotic evacuation: the limited ingress and egress to the Pacific Palisades was a
gridlocked nightmare, with people fleeing their vehicles and fleeing on foot because they were literally going to die
if they didn't. From our canyon and hillside communities in the Pacific Palisades and Brentwood to our coastal
neighborhoods stretching from Will Rogers to Dockweiler, the public and environmental safety risks we face get
WOrse every year.

SB79 does not include funding to expand or modernize the infrastructure necessary to support this level of
anticipated density, including roads, parking, traffic, utilities, emergency response services, and local schools. We
saw the catastrophic impacts of over-development without concurrent investment in necessary infrastructure with
our own eyes on January 7, 2025.

The City of Los Angeles knows it must plan for anticipated growth, and we understand the mandate to add density
across Los Angeles. We are already increasing housing production, and we need homes that real people can
actually afford. But that does not mean we can be reckless about how we plan for it and where we put it. A
One-Size-Fits-All mandate from Sacramento is not a safe or responsible way to plan for the future of our unique
neighborhoods.
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Los Angeles is leading in addressing the Statewide housing crisis. My City Council colleagues and |, along with
Mayor Karen Bass, proudly passed the Citywide Housing Incentive Program, or “CHIP.” Unlike SB79, CHIP is not a
one-size-fits-all all approach. CHIP methodically incentivizes the development of housing in areas that are best
suited for it. The incentives embedded in CHIP, which often exceed incentives offered by the State, are adjustable
to LA's many diverse neighborhoods. CHIP is mindful of historic preservation, environmentally sensitive areas, and
public safety. CHIP is based on community input, and it's already part of our Housing Element, which was approved
by the State. Cities like Los Angeles that have proactively addressed adding new housing, shouldn't be saddled
with the same one-size-fits-all mandate as cities that have done nothing.

We all agree Los Angeles needs to add more housing — specifically, affordable housing. But it also needs to be done
thoughtfully, in a way that respects the communities we serve. SB79 fails that test and offers no guarantee we'll get
the housing we need. For that reason, and everything outlined above, | urge you to veto SB79.

Very truly yours,
TRACI PARK

Councilwoman, 11th District
City of Los Angeles
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